Under 13s Match Report

25th January 2009 

Thornbury 0 Cleve 19

This was our second game in the Gloucester Cup and considering the bad weather over the past week the pitch was very playable. However the pitch had a huge slope from end to end making the toss crucial. Thornbury won the toss and immediately decided to play down hill. The Thornbury pack was probably the biggest pack we had come up against and with some talented backs it was apparent we would be in a game. Thornbury certainly came out and put Cleve under pressure, The tackling from Cleve had to be right across the team as Thornbury moved the ball very well a last ditch tackle by Ryan Watts kept the game level. Again good kicking from the hand from Joe Muxworthy started to gain us ground and the second part of the first half we spent more time in the Thornbury half. Wesley Long and Max Evans started to make some of their penetrating runs and good back up work by Jack Stephens and Zinny Norman ensure us quick ball and help us cross the game line in every phase. Eventually this allowed Wesley Long the chance to make a hole in Thornbury’s defence and cross the line for a try. Ryan Watts converted the try. The half ended with Cleve desperately defending the their own try line considering the slope this was a valiant effort to keep us from conceding any points.

The second half with the slope was a different story and Cleve dominated both possession and territory. James Robinson had a very good half and on another day could have had a couple of tries and one crunching tackling that pushed their full back over his own line causing an attacking five metre scrum that led to a try by Jack Stephens. With the effect of the slope and a highly contested well played game Cleve’s attack became more frequent and Wesley Long crossed the try line for his second try and was converted by Joe Muxworthy. 

Steve Dando was extremely happy and felt it was again a tremendous team performance and he could not single out individuals as this was such a team performance. AGAIN WELL DONE LADS KEEP IT UP. 

Picture gallery at www.flickr.com/photos/cleve_under_13s
